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Some of Chifundo's 40 students!

Project Update
This year saw Chifundo 
increase its student numbers 
by a further five students to 
a total of forty. We have also 
begun sending some 
students to a school called 
Chesa, which we have not 
previously used. Initial 
feedback in relation to this 
school has been very 
positive. 

Last May, in order to 
progress the development of 
the Chifundo Learning 
Centre, John Cogavin made a 
field trip to Zomba, Malawi to 
meet with the Trust to 
finalise the acquisition of the 
land, agree the planning 
process and  negotiate the 
contracts for the 
development phases. This 
trip was very successful and 
a report on the project plans 
and progress is available in 
the Learning Centre special 
on page 2 of this newsletter. 

Chifundo Golf Event
Chifundo's annual golf event 
was held in Greystones golf 
club in August. It was the 
best turnout in the event's 

history. The day was greatly 
enjoyed by all and raised 
over €13,000 for the cause. 
Thanks to all those that 
participated and otherwise 
supported the day. Details 
and photographs of 
competitors and winners are 
available on Chifundo's newly 
renovated website. 

Be sure to add the date for 
next year's golf event: Friday 
5th September 2014 at 
Greystones Golf Club - See 
you there!

D.I.T. Students Support
Aware of our work in Malawi 
from the Golf Event,  a 
visiting player, Professor Tom 
Cooney invited Chifundo  to 
present to his Business Study 
class in D.I.T. on Social 
Entrepeneurship.  The 
students showed real 
understanding and interest 
and  pertinent questions 
regarding the work of the 
charity.
Tom formed small groups 
and invited each group to 
make a two minute video 
demonstrating the work of 
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the Foundation. As a result 
ten videos of a high standard 
were presented.  Some videos 
stood out in terms of 
capturing the essence of the 
story of Chifundo and will 
shortly be available on the 
Web-site. We wish to thank 
Tom and his students for 
their great efforts on our 
behalf and for their interest 
in the Project.

Chifundo's New Website
Chifundo's website has 
undergone a makeover. The 
new site, built on the 
Wordpress web application 
allows for more frequent and 
immediate posting of content 
relating to Chifundo. The 
work was generously 
completed by Cliodhna 
NiChroidheain and launched  
in August. Cliodhna's 
parents, Paul and Niamh Ni 
Chroidheain sit on Chifundo 
Foundation's board, which 
now also welcomes its 
newest member, Bill Nelson. 
The Chifundo website can 
still be accessed at 
www.chifundo.org.
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Breaking 
Ground on the 
Learning 
Centre

The Learning Centre is an idea that 
emerged through conversations between 
the Chifundo partners in Ireland and 
Malawi over the past number of years. 
The intention is to develop a secure and 
well-equipped facility on a 
geographically suitable piece of land in 
the environs of Zomba. 

During 2013, Chifundo secured 
ownership of a suitable piece of land 
and began the task of clearing the site 
and building a high wall around the 
perimeter of the  2-acre site. The wall 
was completed using all local labour and 
Malawian materials where possible. Over 
180,000 bricks were required to 
complete the wall. 

Now that the site has been attained, 
cleared and secured, detailed design 
and construction of the centre will 
commence in 2014.

We are very pleased to confirm 
that during 2013 some very 
tangible progress was made on 
Chifundo's Learning Centre 
Project
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The Learning Centre will be a self contained facility located in the town of Zomba in a 
location proximate to the schools and homes of the children participating in Chifundo’s 
education programme. It will exist to serve the students’ education, recreation and 
development by offering a single, secure and well-equipped centre operated by the 
Chifundo team. The delivery of the centre will compliment Chifundo’s education 
programme which is now at a mature stage, with 40 enrolled students. 

The new wall surrounding the site of the Chifundo Learning centre

The project is being approached in stages, and when fully complete, we hope that it will 
achieve the following, and more, for Chifundo’s students:

• A secure, sheltered, and well appointed structure and for after-school 
study and additional tuition. 

• A playgound and sports field for recreation and sport
• A small library with books suitable for the children’s learning 

requirements
• A small vegetable garden for growing produce for consumption and also 

to allow the children learn about farming.
• Facilities to accommodate the delivery of workshops and events by 

visitors from Chifundo and other charitable organisations.
• Kitchen facilities for Chifundo’s nutritional programme to ensure the 

students are well nourished and for food research based upon advice 
given from complimentary charitable organisations. 

• An office out of which to run Chifundo’s administrative affairs.
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Lucy, John, Frackson and Prosperous surveying the site of the learning centre in May 2013 

Our vision for the Learning Centre

Commencement of work on the wall


