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July  of  this  year  saw  the 
completion of construction at 
the  Chifundo  Education 
Resource  Centre.  All  that  
remains  to  be  done  is  the 
interior  finishing  of  chairs, 
tables,  kitchen,  washroom/
toilet  fit-out  and  electrical 
transformer.

The  Centre  is  already  being 
used  by  the  students  to 
house  the  library  of  over 
1,500 books, laptops, sports 
and  musical  equipment  all 
donated  by  schools  in 
Dublin,  which  now  line  its 
shelves.  Other rooms in the 
Centre  will   be  dedicated 
space for computer training, 
extra  tuition,  music,  sewing 
and  other  skills  training  as 
needed.

The children also have space 
for various outdoor activities. 
Next summer a field will  be 
seeded and levelled to allow 
for  all  sorts  of  sporting 
pursuits.

The purpose of the Centre is 

to provide these children the 
same  opportunities  as 
children  from  better-off 
families,  such  as  electric 
light,  access  to  books  and  
computers,  a  space  to  play 
and use sports equipment; all 
of  which  supports  the 
educational and development 
needs  for  these  growing 
students.

Three  Chfundo  parents  who  
trained on a research farm in 
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the north of the country are 
now  seeing  the  literal  fruits 
of their labour! Already they 
have  grown a successful first 
harvest  of  tomatoes,  onions 
and  chinese  cabbage  and 
some produce has been sold 
to help defray expenses and 
contribute  to  Chifundo self-
sufficiency.  The  lemon, 
mango and orange trees they 
planted  should  yield  fruit 
next year.

Educational Resource Centre building complete!

The  chicken  house  is  now 
home to nearly 100 chicks, 
which we anticipate will be 
producing  eggs  next 
Spring.  Currently, eggs are 
part  of  the school  lunches 
provided  by  Chifundo  and 
are purchased locally. When  

our  chicken  house  begins 
producing eggs, this will  be 
another nascent step toward 
self-sufficiency for Chifundo.

In  the  future,  surplus  eggs 
can be sold at local markets 
to  subsidise  costs  of 
Chifundo’s programmes. 

Chicken house up and running
With  40  teams,  this  year’s  golf  event 
was another  great  success.  Thanks to 
all who took part. A date for you diary: 
next year’s event will take place on: 

A Date 
for your 
diary!

Friday 
2 September 2016
Greystones Golf Club
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Fifty children 
now immersed in 
Chifundo 
Programmes
Last  September the intake of 
five more children brought the 
total  to  fifty.  Each  of  the 
children  attends  one  of  five 
different  schools  and  are 
looked  after  by  two  team 
members, Lucy and Zinenani, 
who  liaise  with  the  parents 
and  guardians,  the  teachers 
and the children. They supply 
the  added  nutrition  required 
for  the  children  to  thrive, 
organise their transport where 
necessary,  source  their 
uniforms and books, and take 
a  holistic  approach  to 
ensuring  the  students’ 
wellbeing.
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Visiting  Malawi  for  the  first 
time and seeing first-hand the 
work of Chifundo there, made 
me  realise  just  how  big  an 
impact  we  are  making.  My 
notes from the 8-day visit are 
filled with moving experiences 
and unforgettable encounters 

with  a  warm,  welcoming and 
resourceful  people.  The 
Chifundo team there embody 
this  warmth  and 
resourcesfulness  and  their 
hard work and selfless giving 
of  time  and  energy,  along 
with  the  generous  and  loyal 
patrons  in  Ireland,  has  
significantly  impacted  the 
lives  of  dozens  of  children. 
The visit  enabled us to meet 
the  families  of  several 
Chifundo  students,  who 
welcomed  us  into  their 
homes; to meet their teachers 
and head teachers who spoke 
so positively about Chifundo’s 

Reflection on a visit to Zomba
by Peter Cogavin

work;  and  to  meet  several 
times  with  the  members  of 
the Chifundo team in Zomba, 
to  discuss  their  insights  on 
the progress and future of the 
foundation. It  also gave us a 
chance to see the completed 
Chifundo  Educational  Centre, 

One of our students,  Vincent 
Eric  Phira,  has  always  come 
top  of  his  class  in  primary 
school,  so  it  was  deeply 
gratifying when his hard work 
won him a place for the new 
school  year  as  a  boarding 
student  at  Loyola  Jesuit 
secondary  school,  Kasungu - 
one  of  the  top  schools  in 
Malawi.

We are very proud of Eric, who 
has  already  settled  in  well 
during his first term.
 
He is a wonderful role model 
for  his  fellow  Chifundo 
students  and  we  are  looking 
forward  to  continuing  to 
support  his  progress  for  the 
future.

Eric’s results win 
him a place at 
top secondary 
school

We  are  inviting  expressions  of 
interest  from  dynamic  third-
level  students  or  other 
supporters who are interested in 
travelling  to  Malawi  for  an 
immersive  experience  to  help 
organise  and  run  a  summer 
project  at  the  Learning  Centre 
under  the  supervision  of  a  
qualified teacher.

Those  interested  can  contact 
Chifundo  by  phone  or  e-mail 
(details on page 1).

Opportunity to 
Travel to Malawi

and  to  introduce  the 
programme’s  fifty  students  to 
the  resource.  During  the  visit, 
the  children  showed  their 
excitement  at  the  donated 
reading  books,  musical  and 
sports equipment, as well as the 
classrooms and vegetable plots 
which  truly  make  the  centre  a 
source of pride and motivation 
for  all  the  children  who  will 
benefit. At the end of our time 
there,  my  overarching 
impression was one of progress 
and, above all, hope. This hope 
is  fuelled  by  the  children’s 
excitement and inspiration from 
the  simplest  things  that  so 

many of us take for granted: a 
piece of paper to draw on, a ball 
made of stitched leather and not 
tightly  bound  plastic  bags  (as 
we  saw  in  their  villages),  and 
books - which even at a young 
age the children embraced  as a 
gateway to a bright future.

How is all this made possible? It 
is you our donors and partners 
who,  in  a  variety  of  ways 
provide the encouragement and 
the finances to make Chifundo a 
success. Many of you have been 
stewards  and  supporters  from 
the  earliest  inception  of 
Chifundo,  enabling  us  to 
resource  and  fund  our 
programmes  and  plan  for  the 
future.

Additionally, a number of close   
friends of Chifundo have made 
substantial  contributions  again 
this year. You know who you are 
and we thank you.

Special events have continued to 
be  a  fantastic  opportunity  to 
combine  fun  and  friendship 
whilst  providing  vital  support 
for  the  Foundation.  2015  saw 
continued overseas support with 
the  Luxembourg  International 
Bazaar  including  Chifundo  as 
one  of  their   chosen     recipient 
charities.  And  in  London  the 
'WC'  Emporium  will  host  a 
Christmas Market with Chifundo 
the nominated charity.
    
Through your support, Chifundo 
is fostering a future of hope for 
these  young  students,  as  they 
grow and develop. Thank you!

Thank You!


